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PER CAPITA CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL
FIGURE 1.1 The per capita consumption of alcoholic beverages in the States has varied widely over the last 140 years. Before 1850, per consumption was falling from the high levels (6 to 7 gallons annually i alcohol per adult) characteristic of early America. Between 1850 and ginning of World War I, it varied between 1.75 and 2.75 gallons, read high point just before the war. Prohibition reduced per capita consul to its lowest level in U.S. history, probably less than 1.5 gallons. Sinci 1960, per capita consumption has again been rising, with a particularly i acceleration in the 1960s. Today it is about what it was at the begin; World War I. Source: Rutgers University Center of Alcohol Studies.
and the years of the "noble experiment" were a time of spread and flagrant abuses of the law. But after its rep< the 21st Amendment, Prohibition came to have a much bi meaning in the public consciousness. For many people came an example of the futility of governmental attem legislate morality. The corollary of this view is that any atught >out Prohibition by banning the manufacture and sale of al-
